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Dear Museum Friends, 

This past year marked the Betty Brinn Children’s Museum’s 23rd year of operation, and we are proud that our organization’s work positively impacted more than 255,000 children and 
adults. We were honored so many families looked to the Museum for quality, hands-on learning experiences during 2018. We take great pride in the broad range of exhibits and 
programs that were offered to enable adults to make the most of their children’s visit to the Museum.

We were excited to welcome many new families, schools and educators, and other organized groups to the Museum, which contributed to our fourth-highest attendance on record. 
Ensuring that our facility and services are accessible for all children remains integral to our mission. Our outreach efforts in 2018, both on- and off-site in the community, resulted in a 
remarkable number of children and adults - 45,000 - who benefited from services and programs underwritten in part by our generous supporters. Longstanding and new partnerships 
with dozens of trusted community agencies, combined with free admission, membership, field trips and special evening hours, enabled us to better engage hard-to-reach audiences 
and serve families who are most in need.

Through the development of custom educational exhibit environments - for both visitors and other institutions around the world - we introduced new platforms for experiential learning, 
including Science CITY, a feature installation, Innovations, Inc. and Thomas Edison’s Secret Lab, our eighth traveling exhibit inspired by the animated television series. These exhibits met 
our goal of increasing platforms for sparking children’s natural curiosity and interests in the important areas of science, technology, engineering, arts/design and math (STEAM).

Expanding our “learning-by-doing” mission was a priority in 2018. In February, we opened Brinn Labs in the Bay View neighborhood to provide workshops and classes for children and 
adults, and professional development opportunities for educators, that promote STEAM education and skills through hands-on making activities. Programs presented at the Museum 
and Brinn Labs helped thousands of children develop and demonstrate 21st century skills like problem-solving, collaboration, conceptual-thinking, and creativity, while piquing students’ 
interests in potential STEAM-related education and career paths.

We are proud to serve the greater Milwaukee community and provide children with meaningful learning opportunities that prepare them to become capable students and responsible 
adults. Our supporters, visitors, members, community partners, and dedicated volunteers are invaluable to our mission and we are grateful they share our commitment to enriching 
the lives of children and families in southeastern Wisconsin. On behalf of the many children who benefit from the Museum experience, we thank all champions of our mission who 
generously contributed toward our educational work in previous years, and in particular, during 2018.

Sincerely,

Jessica Lochmann Allen
President, Board of Directors



The Betty Brinn Children’s Museum is dedicated to providing hands-on educational experiences that help children develop fundamental cognitive, social-
emotional and physical skills during their formative years. The Museum is committed to educating adults about the profound influence of early learning on a child’s 
success throughout life, and ensuring access by all children and families in the community.
 

196,977* 
people visited the  

Museum.

77,406 
Museum members visited  

the Museum.

12,303
visits were made by  

Corporate and Business 
Partner Members.

28,116 

students and chaperones visited  
as a part of a field trip with their 

school, childcare center, camp or  
organized group.

5,005   
guests enjoyed free admission 

and evening hours during 
Neighborhood Nights.

39,893
attendees went to our 5th  

annual Maker Faire®  
Milwaukee.

57,728   
people were served off-site  

at neighborhood schools  
and community centers.

1,008   
people attended workshops  

at Brinn Labs.

Our Impact in 2018 

*Does not reflect unique individuals.

19,253
people visited the Museum  

as part of our free family 
membership program.



The Museum is dedicated to improving educational outcomes for children by ensuring all families living in southeastern 
Wisconsin can take advantage of our facility and educational resources through our Community Outreach Initiatives, which are 
making a positive impact on the development and quality of life of young children.

These cornerstone outreach programs helped adults foster their children’s kindergarten readiness and presented best practices 
for caregiver engagement during the critical period of development between birth and age five. The Museum also served as an 
important resource for schools, childcare centers, camps and other organized groups by providing enriching field trips to our 
unique, educational destination for participating children and students.

The Museum enrolled a record number of families - 1,798 - in Family Focus, our membership program that provides free 
parenting education, membership and transportation assistance to ensure disadvantaged families have access to Museum 
resources that promote school readiness and caregiver engagement. Family Focus benefits families living in poverty, teen 
parents, families with disabled children, families for whom English is a second language, foster families, and families whose 
circumstances limit their use of enrichment opportunities that are necessary to shape their children’s skills and values. 

Partnerships with more than 60 area schools, community centers and other trusted agencies enabled the Museum to broaden 
its program reach during the year, both on- and off-site, including in some of Milwaukee’s highest-needs neighborhoods. 

Neighborhood Night offered free Museum admission to the community one evening each month to meet the needs of low-
income families and working families who might not be able to visit during regular hours. In addition to playing together in our 
safe exhibit environments, we welcomed Neighborhood Night visitors to participate in a variety of free programs, including our Be 
A Maker workshops and activities that supported STEAM education and early literacy.

Our Special Admissions Program provided free and subsidized field trips for disadvantaged children and adults, including 
participants in the National School Lunch Program, children and adults with special needs, community groups that serve  
low-income families, and childcare centers. These groups received access to the Museum’s hands-on exhibits and  
standards-based programs facilitated by Museum educators, as well as transportation assistance for students attending 
Milwaukee Public Schools.

1,798   families enrolled in the free Family Focus membership program, which accounted for 19,253 visits.

7,769   individuals were served through neighborhood-based programs offered off-site.

5,005   guests joined us for free Neighborhood Nights at the Museum.

7,684    children and chaperones participated in free/subsidized educational Field Trip programs. 

Museum Outreach 



The Museum works to help our community better prepare children to enter school. Educational programming offered during the year for our youngest visitors reflected developmental 
milestones established by the National Association for the Education of Young Children and highlighted best practices for early learning. Free facilitated programs were offered for 
preschoolers and their caregivers, including Tot-Time, Pint Sized Science, Environmental Explorers and It’s in the Bank, to support the development of critical early literacy and school-
readiness skills. Visitors of all ages participated in Museum programming offered through family-friendly events, pop-up educational tours, and themed activities celebrating special days 
and holidays.

Performing arts organizations, nature centers, guest makers and other educational partners in the community worked with us to offer inspirational, hands-on programming, performances 
and up-close demonstrations. Area educators, childcare teachers, scout leaders, and other organized group leaders looked to the Museum for a field trip that would broaden their 
students’ knowledge and help introduce or expand classroom curriculum through Museum exhibits and programs that meet Wisconsin Model Early Learning Standards, as well as 
Wisconsin and national academic standards. Pre-schoolers and students were encouraged to explore the Museum’s educational exhibits and activities based on their age, interests and 
developmental abilities. Many educators elected to reserve a facilitated, standards-based program, which explores a specific educational topic in greater detail and engages children in 
the learning process.

28,116  children, educators and chaperones visited as part of an organized field trip.         7,684    received free/subsidized admission.

3,314    children participated in Be A Maker Field Trips in the Museum’s makerspace that promote STEAM education and 21st century skill-building.

8,116    children participated in Focused Field Trips that highlight specific content through the use of props, demonstrations and group interaction.

Education at the Museum



Hands-on educational exhibits that immerse children and their caregivers in learning environments represent the Betty Brinn 
Children’s Museum experience. Children and adults learn alongside each other as they explore our unique exhibits, including 
Home Town that presents ways to learn how a community works, Word Headquarters that is dedicated to early literacy and 
Pocket Park, which is specifically designed to support the healthy development of infants, toddlers and pre-school age children.  

To increase opportunities for children in our community to access informal learning that helps them acquire knowledge and 
determine aptitudes in the areas of science, technology, engineering, arts/design and math, the Museum introduced three 
new exhibits in 2018. A new feature exhibit, Science CITY presented by Kohl’s Cares, opened in July. Filled with activity stations 
and interactive media, the exhibit encourages children to experiment and solve problems as they explore fundamental 
science principles that shape our world. In December, we introduced Innovations, Inc. presented by the Brady Corporation. 
This pretend research and development company was installed in Home Town, and introduces children to STEM concepts and 
related careers. Our newly-developed traveling exhibit, Thomas Edison’s Secret Lab, debuted in our Special Exhibit Gallery in 
August. Created by the Museum in partnership with Genius Brands International and based on the animated series, this new 
addition brings one of the greatest inventors of all time to life, and encourages children to explore the fascinating ways science 
influences our everyday lives.

Museum Exhibits 



Maker Initiatives 

Established in 2018, Brinn Labs is the new home for the Museum’s Maker Initiatives, which provide children and families in our community with opportunities to explore STEAM subjects 
and cultivate 21st-century skills through educational, hands-on maker programs and activities offered at the Museum and in the community that help prepare children and young people 
for living, working and learning in the future. The Museum offers open making, facilitated workshops and exhibits that introduce young children to these critical learning areas. 

Brinn Labs, in Milwaukee’s Bay View neighborhood, was introduced as a maker hub to offer programming for students, community groups and scouts in grades 5-12. It also provides year-
round teacher training and professional development, and partnerships with area schools as a Making Spaces Hub Institution to help implement and sustain maker education programs. 
The space is the site for our exhibits fabrication shop – our own making operation that develops exhibits for the Museum and organizations around the world. To help the community at 
large benefit from the Maker Movement, we presented our 5th annual Maker Faire® Milwaukee in September, highlighting innovation from our area and encouraging people of all ages to 
learn and share skills. 

28,152  Museum visitors participated in project-based workshops in the Be A Maker space.

1,380   individuals participated in maker programming during the Museum’s free admission evening, Neighborhood Night. 

1,008    individuals participated in programs at Brinn Labs.

103   teachers attended the Be A Maker Teacher Studio, a free monthly professional development event for educators.

39,893  attendees and more than 270 makers participated in the Museum’s 5th annual Maker Faire Milwaukee.



Honor Roll 

$100,000 or more             

$25,000-$99,999

Alvin & Marion 
Birnschein 

Foundation, Inc.

$10,000-$24,999

Gary and 
Denise Elfe

Schoenleber 
Foundation, Inc.

Mike and  
Jennifer Keough

Jane Bradley  
Pettit Foundation

We are honored to acknowledge our 2018 Annual Campaign donors who made gifts, pledges or pledge payments of $100 or more to the Museum, as well as our supporting 
sponsors and donor-level members. Thank you!



Kristine Ackerman
Lisa Bangert and Ted Balistreri
Matthew D’Attilio
Jackie and Dr. Omar Darr
Diamond Discs International
Kristy and Ian Elfe
Veronica Flood and Dave Olson
Greater Milwaukee Foundation - Tendick Family 
 Foundation Fund

Karen and Steve Guy
Maggie and Mike Hammes
JayKay Foundation Fund
Patrick Kwiatkowski
Casandra Tate Mahoney and Mark Mahoney
Melissa and Eric Nelsen
Cassie and Eric Nimphius
Joan and Dean Phillips
Tere Sackerson

Kim and Robert Smith
Tarah and David Tompa
We Energies Foundation
Shannon and Michael Widlansky
Earnestine Willis, M.D.
Carol Worsley
Marti and Andrew Wronski
Erica and Erik Zipp

$100-$999  

$1,000-$4,999             
Jessie Lochmann Allen and Jason Allen
Robert W. Baird & Company Foundation
Joanne and Robert Bischmann
Breadsmith Franchising, Inc.
Maggie and Ben Brown
Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage 
D.R.E.A.M. Fund

Robin and Matt DeChamps
April and John Dunn
Heartland Advisors
Hurtado Zimmerman SC, Counselors at Law
Suzanne S. and John T. Jacobus Family Foundation
Milwaukee Arts Board and the Wisconsin Arts Board
 with funds from the State of Wisconsin
Laura and Al Orr

Palermo’s Pizza
RMB Jacobus
Mowry Smith III
Vilter Foundation, Inc.
Estate of W. Ward White
Barbara and Richard Wiederhold

Honor Roll 

$5,000-$9,999    
BMO Harris Bank
Breadsmith Franchising, Inc.
Thomas J. Degnan
Maker Education Initiative

Nordstrom
PPG Industries
Sargento Foods, Inc.
Onnie Leach Smith

Sendik’s Food Markets
Stackner Family Foundation, Inc.
Tides Center

Peter Flament
Jerome Holz

The Museum is honored to acknowledge memorial gifts in memory of:           



Brady Corporation
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin
Kohl’s Department Stores
ManpowerGroup
Northwestern Mutual
Rockwell Automation
Sendik’s Food Market
WaterStone Bank

Boucher Auto Group
Chavah Services
Husco International
Inpro Corporation
Kapco
Mead Public Library
Milwaukee Tool
Mortenson Construction
Mukwonago Community Library
National Business Furniture
PPG Industries
West Bend Mutual Insurance Company
World Financial Group

Corporate Members Business Members

Donor and Great Grands Members
Nicole Bungert and Nathaniel Ray
Ashley and Jacob Dewart
Ann Hammes
Nicole Lightwine and Ric Stultz
Laura Yahr Nelson and Brenton Nelson
Julie and David Rosene
Shannon and Michael Widlansky



Thank you to our generous 2018 Gala Sponsors:

Table Sponsors

Debra Altshul-Stark & Brian Stark • Stacy Buening and David Heiny • Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin • Deloitte  
Fiduciary Real Estate Development, Inc. • Grant Thornton • Interstate Parking • Mercer • Quarles & Brady LLP  
Reinhart Boerner VanDeuren s.c. • Rockwell Automation • Julie and Mike Schneider • Sendik’s Food Markets

Victoria Teerlink & Jeffrey Drope • We Energies

Patron Sponsor

Raffle Sponsor

Event Sponsors

Annual Gala 



Advanced Concepts
Jessie Lochmann Allen and Jason Allen
Ellen M. Angelo
Aspen Antonio and Kevin Malaney
Robert W. Baird & Company Foundation
Molly and Tom Bausch
Michelle and Steven Bersell
Abigail and Jonathan Bloom
BMO Harris Bank
Dajen and Jeff Bohacek
Bevin and John Bonnell
Katie Bosbous
Kelly and Jeffrey Bradford
Kelsey and Nathaniel Brenn
Holden Brooks
Maggie and Ben Brown
Angela and Jeff Burke
Anna and Grant Burrall
Casey and Jonathan Cantwell
Jessica L. and Matt Carpenter
Dawn and Jesus Carrillo
Amanda and Luke Chang
Michelle and Lee Clintsman
Kassie Cossette and Justin Breilenthin
Cristina Crogan
Jackie and Dr. Omar Darr
Robin and Matt DeChamps
Jackie and Luciano DeLeon
Keri and Shane Delsman
Anne and Sean Dougherty
Bob Duncan
April and John Dunn
Elizabeth and Andrew Fleming
Annie and Quentin Forrer

Patty Galante
Molly Gallagher
Claudia Garber
Linda and John Glynn
Maureen and Matthew Goetzinger
Sara and Gordan Lasic
Maggie and Mike Hammes
Krista Hansen
Hays Companies of Wisconsin
Krystyn and Collin Hirsch
Sandy and Steve Hoeft
Holly and Jack Johnson
Kathy and Garry Johnson
Christine Katrichis
Sarah and Gus Kaufmann
Megan Kennedy and Kevin Shanley
Rebecca and Adam Kimball
Debbie and Evan Kirkstein
Claire and Joseph Klein
Dan Koth
Steve Koutnik
Mary and Alex Kramer
Andrew Kresnye
Ruth and Chad Lawson
Angela and Daniel Lee
Lorraine and Gilbert Llanas
Annie and Dan Ludwig
Stephanie Lyons and Jack Haensel
Kathryn and Christopher Markgraf
Marquette University
Jennifer and Matthew Martinek
Kate and Mike Masshardt
Daniel J. and Elizabeth Matola
Lisa and Austin Mautz

Marnie and Patrick McDonough
Deb and Dave Megna
Jan and John Mellowes
Mortgage Guaranty Insurance Corporation
Molly Mulcahy
Lisa and Erich Mussak
Samantha and Joe Narloch
Sara and Mike Newstead
Alyssa Nihart
Kelsey O’Gorman and Matt Yerkes
Leia and Brian Olsen
Laura and Al Orr
Jennifer and Chris Ott
Elizabeth and Jasin Pasho
Meredith and Tom Pence
Joan and Dean Phillips
Patrick Quick
Anne Marie and Kevin Roth
Claudia Ruiz and Daniel Wiske
Diane and Dean Schmelzer
Rachel Schneider and Jeffrey Davis
Hallie and Brandon Sebena
John Senkerik
Kate and Jim Shadid
Beth and Dan Sievers
Ronald and Kim Smith
Nita Soref
Jean Stevens
Marisa and Jon Stueck
Anne and Guy Temple
Cathie and Sean Torinus
Scott Turner
Lisa and Andrew Vedder
Aimee and Max Welsh

We are honored to acknowledge additional supporters of our 2018 Gala:             

Honor Roll 



A.O. Smith Foundation, Inc. 
Harley-Davidson Foundation
HUSCO International
Johnson Controls
Kohl’s Department Stores
ManpowerGroup
Marquette University
Matheson Tri Gas
Miller

Milwaukee Area Technical College
Milwaukee Institute of Art & Design
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
PPG Industries
Propeller Health
Rockwell Automation
Rytec Corporation
STUFF
University of Wisconsin-Milwaukee

We make every effort to ensure the accuracy of the Museum’s Honor Roll. If you find an error, have questions, or need additional information, please email development@bbcmkids.org.  

We are honored to acknowledge supporters of our 2018 Maker Faire® Milwaukee:             

Honor Roll 

Karin and Teddy Werner
Amy Whittenberger
Shannon and Michael Widlansky
Stacy and Blair Williams
Angela and Ross Williams

Stacy and Greg Zaja
Terry and Joe Zanotti
Erica and Erik Zipp
Elke Zysk

We are honored to acknowledge supporters of our 2018 Gala (continued):             

We are pleased to acknowledge in-kind donors:           
Amerigraphics
DigiCOPY
Joshua James Webb
Lowe’s
Marcus Hotels and Resorts
Milwaukee Signarama
Roger Heindl

Roskopf’s RV
Tech Lab, Inc. and Chris Hemmerly
The Home Depot - SE Milwaukee #4941
Two Men and a Truck
WITI-TV FOX 6
Wristband Resources



Jessica Lochmann Allen, President
Matt D’Attilio, VP Administration
Victoria Teerlink, VP Education
Stephanie Lyons, VP Finance
Maggie Hammes, VP Friends
April Dunn, VP Marketing
Erik Zipp, VP Nominating/Development
Joan Phillips, VP Product Development

Lisa Bangert
Steven Beckert
Jeff Bradford
Margaret Brown
Tonit Calaway
Andrew Fleming
David Heiny
Evan Kirkstein
Gil Llanas
Austin Mautz
Greg Nickerson
Ugo Nwagbaraocha
Laura Orr
Tere Sackerson
Casandra Tate Mahoney
Barbara Wiederhold
Marti Wronski

Debra Altshul-Stark*
Therese Binder*, Founder, President Emeritus
Molly Gallagher*
Susie Gruenberg*, Founder
Colin Lancaster*
David Marcus*
Greg Marcus*
Melissa Nelsen*
Julie Sattler Rosene*, Founder
Onnie Leach Smith*
Mary Ellen Stanek*
Brian Stark*
W. Ward White**
Barbara Wiederhold*
Rick Wiederhold*

*Honorary Board Member
**Honorary Board Member – in remembrance

Board of Directors Honorary Board



Statement of Activities
Income  
Earned Revenue  

 Admission . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $669,284 

 Membership . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 331,753

 Programs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 62,768

 Special Events . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 218,171

 Interest . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,078

 Exhibit Rental . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 461,610

 Exhibit Sales . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 119,961

 Other Income . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 97,583

Total Earned Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,962,208 

Contributions

 Gifts and Grants . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $745,783 

 In-Kind Goods and Services . . . . . . . . . . . 51,721 

Total Contributions . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $797,504 

Total Income $2,759,712

Balance Sheet
Assets   

Current . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $1,552,589 

Investments . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 0 

Exhibits . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 4,681,460 

Leasehold Improvements . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,306,163 

Equipment . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 256,982 

Less: Accumulated Depreciation . . . (3,872,055)

Other Assets . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 151,504 

Total Assets $4,076,343 

Liabilities and Net Assets
Current Liabilities . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $832,697

Net Assets

 Unrestricted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . $2,648,408 

 Restricted . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 595,238 

Total Net Assets $3,243,646 

Total Liabilities and Net Assets $4,076,343

Expenses
Program Services  

  Museum Experience . . . . . . . . . . . . . $799,564 

  Outreach . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 260,523 

  Exhibit Development . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 682,794 

  Educational Initiatives . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237,422 

Supporting Activities 

  Management and General . . . . . . . . . 467,822 

  Fundraising . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 441,621 

  Membership Development . . . . . . . . 143,290 

Total Expenses $3,033,036

  

Change in Net Assets $273,324

Financial Overview


