handprints

the official newsletter of the
Betty Brinn Children’s Museum
may . june . july . august 2016

Bugs on the
Balcony
& more summer fun

Family
Fireworks
Members: get
your tickets now!

Educational
programs
for May - August
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exhibit news

Buzzin’ & bloomin’

balconies

Bugs on the Balcony exhibit opens May 27
North Balcony opens June 1
This summer, enjoy learning AND the sunny weather on the Museum’s
balconies! Both balconies will be open every day of the summer (weather
permitting), and will provide the perfect setting for outdoor exploration
or a picnic lunch while visiting the Museum.
On May 27, the fun returns to the south balcony in Bugs on the Balcony, our
outdoor exhibit. Kids can build a giant insect using big bug parts or everyday
objects, guide a bug through kid-sized maze tables or climb a 6-foot beehive
as they learn about anatomy, habitats and the value of insects. Be sure to
stop by on June 3 and August 30 between 10 a.m. and noon to check out the
Anderson Insect Zoo, where kids can see, touch and learn about real bugs with
staff from Anderson Pest Solutions.

The north balcony will feature the Museum’s signature alphabet garden
boxes and our organic garden and greenhouse. Kids will be able to help
plant in the greenhouse on select days as part of the Museum’s Be A Maker
program. Check out page 8 for more information, or visit www.mkebam.org
for details!
Bugs on the Balcony is sponsored by

NOW OPEN
The Nursery &
Garden Shop

Let’s Play
Railway!
Sponsored by
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Velocity

Sponsored by

events & programs
family

fireworks
A special celebration just for
Museum members & supporters
Sunday, July 3, 6:30 – 11 p.m.
Our generous supporters and members are invited to our annual July 3rd
Family Fireworks event! Our balconies provide the best seats on Milwaukee’s
lakefront for the US Bank fireworks. Your tickets include a casual dinner,
beverages and patriotic activities for the entire family. Get your best “oohs”
and “ahhs” ready for this sparkling night of fun – it’s always a sell-out!

TICKETS
Adults and children 11+: $40 ($35 before 06/17 with code EARLY!)
Children 10 and younger: $25 ($20 before 06/17 with code EARLY!)
Children younger than 1 year: Free

Purchase online at

www.bbcmkids.org

Use promo code EARLY for $5 off
each ticket - code expires June 17!

On Milwaukee Museum Member Swap Day, Museum members recieve
free reciprocal admission at these participating organizations:
- Charles Allis Art Museum
- Grohmann Museum
- Harley-Davidson Museum
- Milwaukee Art Museum
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Sunday, May 8, 2016

- Milwaukee Public Museum
- Pabst Mansion
- Villa Terrace Art Museum

Just show your membership card at the admissions desk at each venue
to receive free admission for the two adults and number of children
listed on the card. Please check each venue for hours of operation
and visitor information.

events & programs

ANIMALS & NATURE preschool
The Anderson
Insect Zoo
June 3 & August 30
from 10 a.m. - noon
Learn more about the
fascinating world of
insects with entomologists
from Anderson Pest
Solutions, when they
visit the Museum and
bring along some of
their unusual insect
friends for children to
experience up close.

Animal Antics with the Zoological Society of
Milwaukee

May 5 at 10:30 a.m.
Is it a mammal, bird, reptile, fish or amphibian? Learn about animal classification
while touching real fur, feathers and scales. Sing a special Critter Covers song, play
a matching game and meet a furry critter.

Nature Nook with the Urban Ecology Center

May 4, June 1, July 6 & August 3 at 10:30 a.m.
Can winter come inside? How do you move like an animal? Is nature different at night?
Join Urban Ecology Center staff for interactive, nature-themed programs that include
songs, stories, games and hands-on fun.

Trash to Treasure with Keep Greater
Milwaukee Beautiful

May 24, June 28, July 26 & August 23 at 10:30 a.m.
Get crafty with Keep Greater Milwaukee Beautiful! Learn about our environment –
and how to protect it – with stories and crafts. Explore a different environmental topic
each month including flowers, bugs, leaves and sunflowers!

Wild Wisconsin with Riveredge Nature Center

May 18, June 15, July 20 & August 17 at 10:30 a.m.
Learn what makes Wisconsin a wildly, wonderful place to live with a naturalist from
Riveredge Nature Center. Discover what’s hoppening with frogs, toads and tadpoles,
plant a rainbow with seeds, soar with summer birds and study sturgeon.

Neighborhood House

July 27 at 10:30 a.m.
Have a tree-mendous time learning about trees and leaves, how trees help us and why
trees are an important part of our ecosystem – then decorate your own “tree cookie”
necklace!
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programs

Birth through age 5 are critical years in a
child’s development. In addition to special
programs throughout the year, our weekly
pre-school programs are a great way to
get ready for kindergarten and beyond –
and have fun learning together. Space is
limited. Please sign up for programs when
you arrive at the Museum!

Pint-Size Science: Ages 2 - 5

May 25, June 8, July 13 & August 10 at
10:30 a.m.
From the kitchen to the playground – and
even in the car – science is all around us.
Join us as we make exciting science discoveries through stories, songs and experiments!

Tot Time: Ages 1 – 3

Thursdays at 10:30 a.m.
There will be no Tot Time on May 5 & June 23
Singing, listening to stories, playing games
and other activities for our youngest visitors
are the first, critical steps in building academic and social skills for a lifetime. Join us
for fun and games that are really all about
learning.

Music Makers: Ages 2 – 5

Fridays at 10:30 a.m.
Sing, listen, play rhythm instruments and
move to music with staff from the Wisconsin
Conservatory of Music.

events & programs

The Arts

financial
literacy
It’s in the Bank
sponsored by

May 13 & 27, June 10 & 24,
July 8 & 22, and August 12 & 26
at 11:30 a.m.
Age 4 and older
Join us for facilitated play that
teaches children about earning,
spending, saving and sharing.
Children will be the contestants in
a fast-paced game show that will
help them develop their financial
vocabulary and learn to make
smart decisions.

Movement and Story Drama
Ballet Class
Music with
Workshops
with the
Danceworks
with First Stage Milwaukee
May 3, June 7 & August 2
May 10, June 14, July 12
Ballet
at 10:30 a.m.
& August 9 at 10:30 a.m.
Get your child’s body –
and mind! – moving with
Danceworks. Children will
practice simple movement
exercises that also help
caregivers increase flexibility and model healthy
exercise habits. Activities
incorporate rhythm to help
develop motor skills,
stimulate brain development
and awaken the senses.

Core El Centro
May 7 at 10:30 a.m.
Join talented ballet
dancers of all ages from
Core El Centro as they
perform athletic and
graceful choreography.

Age 3 and older
Join creative drama activities that encourage selfexpression, concentration,
and cooperation. Have
fun and enhance your
creativity by recreating
stories inspired by First
Stage productions and
classic children’s literature.

June 27, July 25 & August
22 at 10 a.m.
Join dancers from
Milwaukee Ballet II in a
beginning dance/movement
class. Learn the positions,
work on splits, try runs and
leaps, and more!

Naomi’s Music Together
August 31 at 10 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Age 5 and younger
Play instruments, chant rhythms and move to music during
this 30-minute class with Naomi Bodine, a teacher trained
in the Music Together® program. This national program is
known for its developmentally appropriate researchbased curriculum. Space is limited. Please sign up at the
Information Desk on the day of the program.

Visit the Museum and enter to win a 6-month membership for Anytime Fitness
and a one-year Museum membership! See the Museum for details.
May is National Physical Fitness and Sports Month and the Museum is pleased to partner with Anytime Fitness to help families stay active,
safe and healthy! Encouraging children to be physically active from a young age establishes good habits early on, and caregivers play
an important role in modeling and fostering the development of skills kids need to stay active throughout their lives. From babies who are
working to master movement, balance and fine-motor skills, to older children who need physical activity to stay fit and to support their
social and cognitive development, regular physical activity supports lifelong health and wellness. To complement active play and exercise
in and around the home, sports are a great way to engage young children in physical activity. In addition to social and emotional
benefits, research indicates that physical activities can improve academic performance by enhancing a child’s cognitive control, memory,
concentration, and attention span. Take a pledge to show your child how to lead an active lifestyle, and be sure to visit our
website, bbcmkids.org, and like us on Facebook, where we will share great tips and resources all month long for helping your
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family be the best that they can be!

events & programs

Neighborhood

night

Presented by

Additional support
provided in part by

Media sponsor

The Museum’s monthly free evening

Be A Maker programs during
Neighborhood Night presented by

Held on the third Thursday of every month from 5 - 8 p.m.

Additional support provided by

Every Neighborhood Night: Be A Maker!

Stop by the BAM space to find tools, materials and techniques for
endless ways to experiment and create.

May 19: Celebrate the Amani Neighborhood

Come celebrate the Amani neighborhood! Learn about great
programs for your family from area community partners, receive
FREE children’s books (while supplies last!), and enjoy special music
and dance performances, and Tae Kwon Do demonstrations.
FREE round-trip bus transportation will be available from the Amani
neighborhood. Visit bbcmkids.org for details.

June 16: Blooming Balcony!

Help our balcony blossom! Plant flowers and vegetables in our garden, then welcome summer with special programs provided by the
USDA Forest Service, the Museum’s Be A Maker program and the
Milwaukee Public Library. Don’t forget to sign up for the Library’s
Super Readers program, too!

July 21: Literacy Night

Join us for a special evening all about reading! Stop by the Be A
Maker space for a literacy-themed hands-on program. Sign up for
the Super Readers summer reading program and join a story time
with the Milwaukee Public Library. Free books, summer reading
lists and examples of fun activities to do at home will be available
while supplies last!
Books generously donated through the Summerfest Northwestern Mutual Make a
Child Smile Day and Half Price Books.

August 18: Back-to-School Resource Fair

Join us for an evening filled with resources to help you prepare
your children for the upcoming school year! Elementary school-age
children in need will be eligible to receive free school supplies
(while supplies last), and caregivers can gather great information
to ensure a successful year of learning.
This year’s event is generously supported by Mike and Jennifer Keough. School
supplies are graciously donated in part by the employees of US Bank. To support
the Resource Fair or to make an in-kind donation, please call 414-390-5437,
ext. 240.

SAVETHEDATE
for the Museum’s biggest fundraiser Saturday, September 24, 2016
Wisconsin State Fair Park Exposition Center

As the Museum has grown, so has our role in the community. To reflect our broad mission, we are
moving our signature adults-only annual fundraiser to Wisconsin State Fair Park to showcase our
commitment to early learning and school readiness, and how our involvement in the Maker Movement
and our community outreach efforts are shaping and strengthening our work.
Longtime Museum supporters Molly Gallagher, Erik Zipp and Erica Zipp will serve as co-chairs of the
event planning committee. Please consider purchasing individual tickets, becoming a sponsor, making
an in-kind donation to the silent auction or volunteering on the committee. For more information, visit
bbcmkids.org or call us at 414-390-5437, ext. 237.
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This promises to be the party of the year, so please save the date!

The Museum is a
proud co-host of the
third annual Maker Faire
Milwaukee, September
23-25, at Wisconsin
State Fair Park.
We are excited to be
able to host our annual
fundraiser after Maker
Faire closes for the
day on Saturday,
September 24. For more
about Maker Faire, visit
makerfairemilwaukee.org.

events & programs

BE A MAKER
HIGHLIGHTS MAY-AUGUST
We offer open making and a special session in our BAM space every day. Visit
makermke.org for details about scheduled sessions, additions and updates.

Cross-Country Animation
May 14 from 1 - 4 p.m.

BAM will collaborate with Scienceworks of Ashland, Oregon on a long-distance
animation project. Kids will be able to impact and observe the animation – along
with children at Scienceworks – using common props, creativity and improvisation.

Help Us Plant the BAM Garden!
May 16 - 20 from 2 - 4 p.m.

The BAM gardens are sprouting! Stop by to garden with us and learn from our resident plant expert, Bill, who will share more about how to grow tomatoes, cucumbers,
broccoli, rainbow chard, flowers and much more!

Carnaval Instrument Workshop with Proyecto Bembe
June 25 from 1:30 - 2:30 p.m.

Join us for a fun afternoon of great music-making! Build instruments out of recycled
materials and enjoy performances by Proyecto Bembe, Milwaukee’s Youth Afro-Latino
Percussion Ensemble (facebook.com/proyectobembe). $3 per child.

Hammers and Strings Summer Camp
K - 2nd grade and 3rd - 5th grade
August 8 - 12 from 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
with Wisconsin Conservatory of Music & BBCM’s
Be A Maker program

Perform experiments, be an inventor and discover what makes music “work” in this new
camp. Kids will learn basic music skills, then dive into the science behind the music. It’s
the only camp in town where you can play the piano in the morning and take a piano
apart in the afternoon. No musical experience required!
Drop-off: Wisconsin Conservatory of Music’s McIntosh|Goodrich Mansion, Milwaukee
Pick-up: Betty Brinn Children’s Museum
Registration: $329 per child. Sign up at wcmusic.org/music-camps
or call 414-276-5760.

September 24 & 25 at
Wisconsin State Fair Park
Visit
makerfairemilwaukee.com
today to:
• complete a Call for Makers
application (opens May 23 - it’s free
to exhibit your cool stuff) or sign up to
participate in the GE Design & Build
Challenge;
• participate as an event sponsor or
commercial exhibitor;
• volunteer at Maker Faire
Milwaukee; and
• learn about
attending
the event to
build, craft, play
and make —
admission is free!

MakeShift is an adults-only event series hosted by the Betty Brinn Children’s Museum. Come to learn new skills, experiment with tools and technology and meet
creative people. Past MakeShifts have featured metal work, sewing, Nerf wars,
hot sauce, home brewing and dozens of other hands-on projects.

The next MakeShift is Night Lights
Thursday, June 2 from 6 - 9 p.m.
Tickets are $10 each. Click here for tickets. Adults only!
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news & notes

parking during festival season
We would like to remind our guests that
parking rates may increase in area lots through
September and that Milwaukee County’s
O’Donnell Park garage will be pre-collecting
parking fees on select dates. In order to receive
discounted parking at the $3 Museum member rate
on the days that the garage pre-collects parking
fees, you will need to present the attendant with
a pre-purchased parking pass when entering the
garage or show your current Museum membership
card and a photo ID (parking passes are not valid
on July 3). Family Focus members, the next time you

check in at the Information Desk, please ask for
an additional parking pass that can be used for a
future visit.
Parking passes
purchased at or issued
by the Museum may be
used in the O’Donnell
Park garage during
regular Museum hours
or during Museum
special events throughout the year.

honor roll

We are deeply grateful for the continued support of those in our community who help the Museum make
a lasting difference in the lives of the children and families we serve. Our continued success would not be
possible without their financial commitment. It is our pleasure to acknowledge the following recent donors:
$50,000 +
Brady Corporation Foundation
$25,000 - $49,999
Joy Global Foundation
Northwestern Mutual Foundation
$10,000 - $24,999
GE Healthcare
Windhover Foundation
Wm. K. Walthers, Inc.
$5,000 – $9,999
Anytime Fitness
Dental Associates
Harley-Davidson Foundation
Nordstrom
Sensient Technologies
Corporation
Turbana Corporation
$1,000 – $4,999
Jessie Lochmann Allen and
Jason Allen
D.R.E.A.M. Fund
April and John Dunn
GE Foundation
John T. and Suzanne S. Jacobus
Family Foundation
Mary and Ted Kellner
Krause Family Foundation
Melina and David Marcus
Victoria Teerlink and Jeffrey
Drope
Time Warner Cable
Vilter Foundation, Inc.
Barbara and Richard
Wiederhold
$100 – $999
Maggie and Ben Brown
Matthew D’Attilio
Jackie and Omar Darr
Linda and Robert Frank
G & G Juice Company
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Greater Milwaukee Foundation
Tendick Family Foundation Fund
Marguerite and Patrick Hammes
Diane and Tim Herman
Colleen and Colin Hutt
Dawn Lindsey
Lisa and Austin Mautz
Joan and Dean Phillips
Mowry Smith III
The Mahoney Family
Sherrie Williams
Erica and Erik Zipp
We are pleased to acknowledge
Museum donors who have
recently made pledge payments
on previous pledges:
A.O. Smith Foundation
Debra Altshul-Stark and
Brian Stark
Joanne and Robert Bischmann
Breadsmith Franchising, Inc.
Children’s Hospital of Wisconsin
Foundation
Coldwell Banker Residential
Brokerage
Kohl’s Department Stores
Piala’s Nursery & Garden Shop
Sendik’s Food Markets
WaterStone Bank
Donor Members & Great Grands
Purchasing a donor-level or Great
Grands membership is another
great way to receive exclusive
benefits and support the Museum!
For more information about these
unique membership opportunities,
call 414-390-5437, ext. 289.
Ann Hammes
Meghan and Tom Findley
Fang Tian and Dongzhi Pan
Karen and Jacklyn Voigt
Mary York and Carolyn Nowacki

Corporate Members &
Business Partner Members
The Museum is proud to recognize
these outstanding organizations
that support our mission. For more
information about the variety of
benefits Corporate & Business
Partner Members receive, call
414-390-5437, ext. 238.
Corporate Members
Brady Corporation
Children’s Hospital of
Wisconsin
GE Healthcare
Kohl’s Department Stores
ManpowerGroup
Northwestern Mutual
Sendik’s Food Markets
Business Partner Members
Anytime Fitness
Bostik, Inc.
Dental Associates
Dnesco Electric, Inc.
Horicon Public Library
HUSCO International
Kapco, Inc.
Milwaukee Tool Corp.
Mortenson Construction
PPG Industries
Thomas Orthodontics
WITI-TV FOX 6
West Bend Mutual Insurance
Company

Betty Brinn
Children’s Museum
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Melissa Nelsen*, VP Exhibits
Karen Ordinans, VP
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Michael Sheppard, Co-VP
Development
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Margaret Brown
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April Dunn
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museum information
hours
Monday - Saturday, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m.; Sunday noon - 5 p.m.
Special hours: The Museum will be closed May 30 and July 4.

admission
$8 per person (adults and children older than 1 year)
$7 for seniors (age 55 and older)
Children younger than 1 year and Museum members: FREE

getting here & parking
Construction notice: During the I-794 Lake Freeway/Hoan Bridge project, visit bbcmkids.org for directions.
For more information, visit projects.511wi.gov
O’Donnell Park garage (entrance on Michigan St.) - $2 off for Museum visitors; $3 flat rate for Museum members
US Bank garage (entrance on Clybourn St.) – $3 flat rate (4-hour limit) Discounted parking rates do not apply on select days.

dining
Coast Café hours: Tuesday - Saturday, 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Coast Cafe offers a 10% discount to all Museum members! Valid membership card MUST be presented to receive discount.

contact us
Visit www.bbcmkids.org, or call 414-390-KIDS (5437) and dial the extensions listed below if you have questions or would like
information about the following Museum programs and services. For all requests not listed here, please dial extension 222.
Annual fundraiser tickets/donations
Birthday parties
Corporate membership/sponsorship
Donations to BBCM (in-kind goods/services)
Donations to BBCM (monetary)
Events/ticket purchases
Field trip/group tour
Free membership for families in need

237
289
238
240
238
242
272
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Girl Scout programs
Information Desk
Lost & found
Membership
Museum store/gift certificates
Volunteer opportunities
Workshops & performances

Betty Brinn Children’s Museum
929 E. Wisconsin Ave. • Milwaukee • 414-390-KIDS (5437)
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Connect with us

MNPV

bbcmkids.org

227
222
222
289
222
221
221

